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Some of what transpired over the last year we 
remember with fondness, some things we need 
to be reminded of and then there are those ways 
in which God has been at work that we were 
unaware of. The purpose of this Annual Report is 
to remind us and even inform us of how and where 
God has been at work among us. He has indeed 
been working in the hearts of young and old alike, 
through sermons and groups, events and one on 
one conversations. God is GOOD and in this report 
we want to celebrate His goodness as we think 
back over a year in the life of SPCC.       

In the pages that follow you will find stories, 
pictures and reminders of our year together shared 
in chronological order. Rather than a separate 
report on Children’s Ministries or Life Groups, 
we have blended the story of God at work; each 
section highlighting a different season in the life of 
our church. I want to urge you to read it ALL and 
rejoice in all that God has and is doing among us. 
He has used everything from teaching to tragedy 
to growing us this year, let’s celebrate together and 
give God the glory that He alone deserves!

Before you dive in, let me just share a few 
highlights from a Pastor’s perspective. We began 
our year together in the book of Jonah, looking at 
God’s heart and a man who just didn’t get it. God 
wanted to reach a city of lost people and Jonah 
struggled with the extent of God’s mercy and 
grace. We were challenged as a church to embrace 

God’s great love for OUR community and to make 
ourselves available for His purposes. We committed 
ourselves to reaching out to our community with 
the love of Christ. That commitment was tested 
when tragedy struck in the form of a mudslide. God 
brought the hurting to our campus through the 
Red Cross and gave us countless opportunities to 
share His love in a time of extreme crisis. I was so 
proud of you church, as you gave of yourselves and 
put into practice what God had been teaching us! 

Six months after the Oso tragedy, our church 
Body was still reaching out to mudslide victims 
and to our community as a whole. In September 
we did our first ever Serve Sunday. A day when our 
church services were transformed into loving acts 
of community service. What a highlight of our year; 
giving, serving, sweating and celebrating Jesus 
together! Church, it is so refreshing to see our hearts 
and our hands turn outward, towards people who 
desperately need to see and experience the love of 
God. 

By God’s grace the trajectory of SPCC is good, 
no it’s great! We have been called to “Celebrate 
the supremacy of Jesus Christ and to lead people 
into a growing relationship with Him” and that is 
happening in increasing ways! To God be the glory 
as you continue looking through this year in the life 
of our church family!       

It’s hard to believe that another year in the life of our 
Smokey Point family has past. I used to laugh about those 
“old” people who would say that time flies and now I’m 
saying it -but it really does fly! In the life of a church 
family much happens in the course of a year.  

A YEAR IN THE LIFE OF SPCC

Annual
Report

Pastor Jim
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We kicked off the year with Missions Emphasis 
week. It was with great joy and sadness that 
we commissioned the Goheens. After training, 
fundraising and the completion of their long list of 
preparations, they eagerly began their journey to 
Papua New Guinea!

The Wiebes settled into their new roles in Tchad 
after a tumultuous beginning and bout with Malaria. 
By the end of the year, God had been using both Danny 
and Dawn in significant ways as they taught in the 
community center.

Children’s Ministry Volunteers gathered for 
our first annual SYNC retreat in February. Our team 
enjoyed a great day of fellowship, and training as we 
focused on “Why We Do Children’s Ministry.”  
We learned that children ages 8 to 14 comprise the 
largest unreached people group in our world 2.3 
Billion, and over 800 million have never heard the 
name of Jesus. There are thousands of children in 
our own community who need to encounter God.  If 
the church is going to last beyond this generation we 
must reach the children. 

Winter

Missions

Children’s Ministry 
Sync Retreat
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Winter

In February, we gathered 
together for a Women’s breakfast 
with the theme “A Call to 
Prayer”. Rachel Teeter shared her 
testimony of coming to faith in 
Christ at a very young age and 
yet never developing an intimate 
relationship with Him until later in 
life. It was a sweet time of hearing 
how God can restore us and make 
beauty from ashes. 

Women’s Breakfast
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Winter

This was the 1st year we combined our middle 
school and high school winter camps at The Firs 
Chalet on Mt. Baker. We have some kinks to work out 
for this year, but for the most part, it worked well to 
share the facility and main sessions, but separate for 
recreation and other stuff. 

Youth Winter Camp

Planned Famine

Our Jr High/Sr High Planned Famine was powerful once again as students 
went without food for 30 hours empathizing with the hungry and learning 
about God’s heart for the poor and how we can make a difference. They put 
that into action during the event by committing money they raised to the 
purchase of a Caribou (Water Buffalo) for a Filipino farmer/pastor who had 
no way of tilling his field or transporting his crop.
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Spring

In His Image (IHI) Disability Ministry at SPCC has 
partnered with Eagle Wings Ministries annually for 
the past nine years to host a St. Patrick’s Celebration 
Banquet.  On a Friday evening in March, 87 SPCC 
volunteers chose to give up their evening and their 
comfort to come show Christ’s love to over 180 adults 
living with disabilities and their caregivers.  A caregiver 
named Bruce has come each year since this start and 
shared that this is the favorite event for his group home 
of the year.  Thank you church body, for your service!

IHI also provides a Life Group for adults with 
disabilities; quarterly support luncheons for mothers 
and grandmothers; outreach through support and 
service in schools in both the Arlington and Marysville 
area and much more. 

In His Image
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In March the Young Adults held their Winter Retreat at 
Tall Timbers Ranch in Leavenworth.

SIMPLE was the theme of the retreat, exploring the 
life of simplicity that God has called us to. Some intense 
moments of worship were experienced by many who 
realized how complex their lives had become from 
worldy views and living.

Young Adults

Spring
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In March, we hosted our 
Women’s retreat here at SPCC. The 
theme for the retreat was “Keeping 
in Step with the Holy Spirit.” It was 
a sweet time of fellowship and 
it was awesome to gather in the 
comforts of our church. Teresa 
Rinker shared on the Holy Spirit 
and what He does in our lives. She 
challenged us to push back against 
a hurried life. God does not say, be 
manic and know that I am God, He 
says “Be STILL and know that I am 
God”. 

Women’s Retreat
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Spring

On Saturday, March 22nd a hillside above Oso gave way and brought tragedy and deep loss 
to our community. Our immediate response was to open the church for a community prayer 
night. We had the opportunity to point our hurting neighbors to the comfort of God and to come 
alongside those who had lost or missing loved ones. Soon after, the Red Cross moved their 
operations to our campus and the Body willingly adjusted to serve in Jesus’ name. God opened 
the door for us to connect with a few families impacted by the tragedy and now almost a year 
later we continue to serve those families in practical ways. Thanks to a gift from one of our 
sister churches, we had the opportunity to bless the many chaplains who served our community 
through the grief. It was a beautiful time to see the Smokey Point Body in action, preparing and 
serving a five star meal to our local chaplains and their spouses.  Through it all, God showed us 
His power to heal and unite a community even through the most difficult of times. 

A Tragedy in our Community
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Spring

This year over 200 people joined 
us for our 7th annual fundraising 
auction for our MOPS ministry.  
Under Construction was our theme.  
The auction collectively brought 
in over $22,000 and the proceeds 
were used to fund our operating 
budget for our MOPS program.  
Our dessert dash proceeds were 
separated out and we were able to 
bless the OSO relief fund with over 
$2,700 as well.  

Each week over 50 moms from 
our church and community come 
and listen to a discussion speaker 
on many topics geared toward 
strengthening our walk with 
Christ and gaining practical life 
skill tips. Our kids are cared for 
by faithful loving volunteers and 
through this ministry women come 
to know Christ and learn to walk 
on a deeper level with Him. This 
ministry has been impacting our 
church family and community for 
10 years. Please continue to pray 
for more moms to be drawn to 
MOPS and that God will continue to 
call leaders committed to leading 
our moms

MOPS Auction

Spring
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SpringSpring

CELEBRATING
BAPTIMS!
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In late April, our leadership 
team consisting of Elders, 
Governing Board members and 
Pastoral staff converged on Big 
Lake for our annual retreat.  Over 
the last couple of years we have 
added many new servants to our 
leadership team, so we leveraged 
this time away to deepen our 
personal connections.  We shared 

significant pieces of our personal 
stories; the story of God’s work in 
our lives.  This kind of honest and 
open sharing helps develop trust 
and a spiritual connectedness that 
has a direct effect on our ability 
to lead together.  We also had the 
opportunity to serve together and 
help spruce up the beautiful home 
we stay in.  We concluded our time 

together with a challenge to lead 
by examples as we live the mission 
of Jesus in our everyday lives.  
What a great team of authentic, 
servant leaders we have in this 
church.  What a blessing it is to 
serve Smokey Point together for 
the glory of God!  

Leadership Retreat

Spring
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Spring

“Down on Grandpa’s Farm” 
and “Little Light’s Got Talent” 
ended our school year with 
our graduation programs. The 
children shared with their 
families many things they had 
learned over the year.  From 
counting by 5’s to frogs being 

amphibians.  
They sang worship songs and 

quoted Bible verses.  Reflecting 
on the year and how each of 
them had grown, our biggest 
joy was praying with several 
children as they gave their hearts 
to Jesus. It was a wonderful year! 

Little Light Preschool Graduation
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SpringSpring

On May 15th a team of seven 
headed off to SeaTac with a 
destination and mission in Tobolsk, 
Russia.  From SeaTac to Houston, 
from Houston to Moscow, from 
Moscow to Tyumen, and from 
Tyumen to Tobolsk, the team 
finally arrived!  While in Tobolsk, 
ministries included; two women’s 
craft outreaches, special weekday 
meetings; pastor and wives 
gathering, men’s night, youth 
night, rehab ministry, and also 

two full-day marriage seminars.  
Weekend services also included 
sermons preached on a marriage 
theme, along with team member 
testimonies.

During the day, the team worked 
on completing a cement block 
project; a building that will be used 
as a center for the church to reach 
out to the Muslim community. They 
are very receptive to the Gospel, 
and have already established a 
growing work there.

The STM was a huge success, 
as the team worked tirelessly 
and gave themselves fully to the 
experience and people.  We felt 
your prayers along the way, as 
God gave us strength, health, 
and help.  Thank you so much for 
your support of our team, and 
we know that God will continue 
to be glorified in marriages that 
have been encouraged and 
strengthened, and people brought 
to Christ. 

Russia

SpringSpring
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SpringSpring

How can I describe our recent 
Philippines adult short-term 
mission trip - encouraging, 
challenging, thrilling, exhausting, 
fulfilling, stretching, rewarding, 
a time of blessing and growth 
packed with fun! For two weeks, 
working with a team of Filipino 
doctors, nurses, pastors and 
lay-leaders, ten team members 
from SPCC served sacrificially in 
northern Luzon. We conducted 
5 medical clinics in rural farming 
communities. Working with 
interpreters, our SPCC team’s 
role was to share the gospel with 
patients who came to the clinics. 
During these five clinics, we 
experienced the blessing of sharing 
Christ one-on-one with 714 adults, 
as well as to 523 children in group 
settings. 257 adults and hundreds 
of children prayed to receive Jesus. 
Our medical mission clinics are 
gaining credibility among the local 
population as we saw over a 30% 
increase in clinic attendance this 
trip.

You can be proud of the team 
that represented SPCC. They 
demonstrated servant’s hearts and 
were a true blessing to our Filipino 
partners in the gospel. Though the 
heat was pretty relentless, they 
worked hard and made the most 
of every opportunity to fellowship 

and minister the love of Christ. 
They loved well. Thank you for 
your prayers! God moved in mighty 
ways as person after person 
responded to the good news. God 
gets all the glory! Time after time 
we saw the Holy Spirit open blind 
eyes and bring new life to dead 
souls. As one Filipino pastor said, 
“This is truly a work of God!”

The fellowship with the Filipino 
believers and within our team was 
so sweet. It was a little taste of 
heaven. In just two short weeks, 
we forged eternal friendships. 
While it was hard to leave our 
Filipino friends behind, Lord 
willing, we’ll see them again in two 
years. In the meantime, as they 
diligently pray for us, we will pray 
for them. The pastors tasked with 
the challenge of following up in 
discipling all these new converts 
face a huge challenge. Please join 
us in prayer for Pastor Rubino at 
Amolong, Pastor Doro at Butigui, 
Pastor Moses at Palitud, and Pastor 
Benjo at San Rafael. They will need 
God’s strength and wisdom! Pray 
that lay leaders within their church 
step up to help them in these 
discipleship efforts. When you see 
them at church, I encourage you to 
talk with one of our team members 
and hear from them how they saw 
God work! 

Philippines



S P C C  A N N U A L  R E P O R T    S P C C .T V        2 0

SpringSpring

May 30-June 1 we held our MEN’S RETREAT at Lakeside Bible Camp on Whidbey Island. Dan Moushey was our 
speaker for the weekend and, we had one salvation and two baptisms “old school” style down in the water of 
Deer Lake. 

In March we did a study in the book of Jonah.

We celebrated our Risen Savior!

Men’s Retreat

Easter

Jonah
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We are so thankful for Chelsea Van Der Meersche who returned to serve for a second year and Ashley Gilmore 
who joined us as well. These women gave all of themselves to love students well and develop a heart and mind 
for ministry as they continue to discern what the Lord has for their futures.

The transition to middle school for new 6th graders is usually very difficult with parents and students typically 
hesitant, but last year our kickoff trip, the 3 Days Trip!, brought a record number of new students with it! Being 
on this trip enabled the students to own the group as theirs, far earlier than normal.

In June, a group of developing 
leaders went away for a weekend 
of connecting and preaching! Our 
Equip ministry seeks to develop 
and train people to lead and serve 
in our church Body. After spending 
several weeks learning how to 
prepare a sermon, they spent 
the weekend preaching to one 
another, while honing their skills of 
communicating God’s Word. 

Once a month during the 
summer, the Young Adults choose 
to be outdoors and hear God’s 
Word and worship Him around the 
fire, under open sky! 

Summer Interns

Equip Retreat

Young Adults

SpringSummer
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SpringSummer

After completing 3 years of 
discipleship training, our third year 
Breakout students and a parent 
went on our annual ministry trip 
to Blodgett, Oregon. While there, 
we assisted a small rural church as 
they reached out to the children 
and families of their community 
through a Vacation Bible School. 

Our student leaders led the 
preschool classes, recreation 
and taught the Bible Lessons for 
the 1st and 2nd grade classes. 
It was a great time of growth for 
the students and parents as they 
allowed God to minister through 
them. We also performed several 
service projects during our time 

in Blodgett, one of which was 
cleaning up the community 
cemetery.  Through this act of 
service we were reminded that 
our time on earth is short and the 
urgency for sharing the gospel to 
all ages is great! 

CAMA Camp was a great week 
of growth for the 19, 4th and 
5th grade campers who joined 
together with over 140 other 
campers and staff at the Alliance 
Northwest District camp for 
Western WA. Camp is a place where 
our campers break out from the 

daily routines of life and let God 
break in to their lives as they are 
immersed in God’s creation, God’s 
Word, and God’s people.  Although 
camp only lasts one short week, 
the impact in the lives of the 
campers is for a lifetime. 

Breakout Blodgett Ministry Trip

CAMA Camp
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The goal of this year’s SHINE 
VBS was for children to hear the 
Gospel, actively use their Bibles, 
and KNOW what it means to give 
God Glory! We had an average 
of 206 kids per night with our 
largest night being 220 children. 
100 of those children came from 
the surrounding community and 
37 of those children were yet to 
have a church home.  12 children 
prayed to receive Christ, 3 made 

recommitments, and ALL heard 
the Gospel.  Thanks to the 117 
amazing volunteers that dedicated 
their week to serving Jesus during 
VBS week.   Each night the children 
brought their coins to give to the 
mission project and brought in 
over $1500 to send to our friends 
in the Philippines.  At the end of 
the week one of the parents who 
attended our family style VBS with 
her child, excitedly shared how 

much she had learned during the 
Bible story times.  Another mom 
shared that her son told her that he 
learned that he needed to read his 
Bible every day and told his mom 
that he really wanted to do that. 
A week after VBS, her son was still 
reading his Bible every day!   VBS 
2014 was a great celebration of 
God’s Glory! 

VBS 2014 Shine
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Summer camp this year for the high school was 
at Black Lake Bible Camp in Olympia. During the 
chapel times the speaker focused on teaching the 
students about how our culture can keep us from 
God and from living like we should. Many students 
made commitments to lessen their social media input 
so they can focus on God and present relationships. 
Others accepted Christ for the first time in their lives. 

Our 3-day summer outreach trip was water 
skiing at Banks Lake. We were so thankful for 
Dean Iverson and Jeff Michaels who graciously 
brought their boats, making the trip awesome 
for the students. Definitely a great context for 
our students to bring their non-believing friends 
to hear the Gospel!

Senior HIgh Summer Camp

Banks Lake

SpringSummer
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SpringSummer

Our our annual 3-day outreach event to Jr High 
students, was once again a big deal. One of the visitors 
who was drawn to the three days of craziness is 
now not only faithfully coming every week, but fully 
engaged, asking great questions as she moves toward 
a life fully committed to Jesus. 

Blowout



S P C C  A N N U A L  R E P O R T    S P C C .T V        2 8

After years of considering the 
possibility, I became convinced that it is 
time to get serious to explore whether 
or not we could bring our High School 
students to Hume Lake for Summer 
Camp. The 1st step was to assemble a 
scouting trip to see it in action through 
the eyes of Native Northwesterners. It 
was a packed 4 days of driving, praying, 
analyzing and asking questions, but 
in the end, clearly landed with the 
desire to move forward. After more 
conversations back home with Pastor 
Jim, the youth staff, the Governing 

Board, the congregation, parents and 
students – we have made the leap and 
signed a contract! We have 43 sponsors 
from the congregation ready to invest 
in this 
tremendous 
opportunity 
to bring 
students to 
faith and 
deepen their 
passion for 
Jesus!

The end of July into early August we 
packed a strong dose of discipleship in 
a week, called Beyond Belief. A dozen 
students committed to coming each 
day to dig into their Bibles to discover 
what following Jesus looks like and 
then being stretched to do it! Through 
service of others, the church, cold-

turkey evangelism and more, students 
learned and lived the life of a disciple. 
At The RAGE that week, five students 
committed their lives to Christ as well, 
with students from Beyond Belief 
planning the event.

We spent several weeks 
answering questions you 
asked, digging into God’s 
Word.

Hume Lake

Beyond Belief

You Asked
For It!

SpringSummerSpringSummer
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SpringSummer

At our annual Clothing Closet, 
we handed out 446 bags of clothing 
to families from our community! 
Several were foster parents, 
some of which just received their 
children the day before and didn’t 
have a single item for them. Some 
had never set foot in our church 
but saw the banner promoting 
the event and with tear-filled eyes 
pulled in to get clothes for their 

children who otherwise wouldn’t 
have much.  One gal said that she 
felt so welcomed she was planning 
on calling SPCC her new church 
home and couldn’t wait to get 
started in MOPS for the first time!  
One family came in with a brand 
new baby in addition to three other 
children because her husband who 
had always been able to provide for 
their family had recently been laid 

off and this was the only way her 
kids would be getting new clothes.  
There were so many children who 
would never have been able to get 
haircuts before school and were 
able to show up to school with new 
clothes and fresh haircuts!  The joy 
in both the parents eyes and their 
children’s were priceless as they 
left with what they referred to as “a 
huge blessing” for their families! 

Clothing Closet

SpringSummer
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In November, we partnered with Hospice to make tie blankets for their patients. Hospice volunteers shared 
how their organization serves those at the end of life and how there are many volunteer opportunities within 
their organization. Hospice means a lot to our very own Debi Gilmore of women’s ministry. Debi shared how her 
family was blessed by Hospice when her mom passed away. She also shared how God’s great faithfulness carried 
her through that difficult time. It was an honor to have her share with us, all for His glory!

Women’s Event
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SpringAutumn

This fall we dove into a series 
called Go Fish. For 8 weeks we 
looked at Jesus’ call for us to 
be fishers of men and women. 
We unpacked God’s Word in our 
weekend services, studied it 
on our own at home and then 

talked in our Life Groups about 
how to live it out. That process 
of engaging God’s Word in three 
different ways each week is 
powerful! We were all challenged 
to engage the people God has 
placed in our spheres of influence 

with the love of Christ. May God 
use us this year to shine the light 
of Christ brightly and boldly! 

In September, our Life Group leaders gathered for our annual Life 
Group leader retreat. Here’s what one leader had to say about the retreat: 
“We were very encouraged by listening to other leaders that have the 
same struggles that we did. We loved the free time when we got to really 
meet people and talk with them from our church (more than just saying 
hi). It was a blessing to pray together about our struggles. We couldn’t 
believe when it was actually time to go, the time went so quickly, and all 
the way home we praised God for the things that He has done, we found 
ourselves renewed and ready to start group.” 

Go Fish

Life Group Leader Retreat

SpringAutumn
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Our Christmas Program “Jesus 
the Best Gift of All” was attended 
by more than 350 people. It was 
wonderful to hear the children 
sing the clear gospel message to 

their family and friends.  When we 
first started talking about what 
Christmas was about we heard 
answers like Santa and presents 
but as the month went on and 

we taught the true meaning of 
Christmas the children we so 
excited that Christmas was really 
about Jesus, the best gift of all!

Little Light Preschool Christmas Program

This fall Children’s Ministries 
launched Checkpoint, an electronic 
check in system for our children. 
The new system has allowed 
us to enhance the security of 
our classrooms for the precious 
children entrusted to us each week. 

It has also helped to streamline 
our system for checking in our first 
time guests. In addition, we are 
able to much more accurately track 
attendance trends so we can more 
effectively disciple the children 
entrusted to our ministry.

Checkpoint
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With a heart to better love our 
community - this fall the church 
left the building! We cancelled 
our regular services and gathered 
together for one big act of service 
on Sunday, September 21st. It was 
our first ever Serve Sunday and 
what a blessing it turned out to 
be. Over 400 of us gathered that 
morning to spread throughout our 

community and serve in Jesus’ 
name.

The enthusiasm was palpable 
and it was clear that everyone 
was there to serve. We gave more 
than 1,200 hours of combined 
service at 12 different projects. 
Teams were clearing brush at the 
Boy’s and Girl’s Club while others 
were painting at the Stillaguamish 

Senior Center. We spread yards and 
yards of bark at local schools and, 
built racks at the Kid’s Kloset. In 
the process we sent a message to 
our community; we are here, we 
care and we are ready to engage 
with Christ’s love. 

What was the result, well for 
one, every project was completed! 
Those organizations we served 

Serve Sunday

SpringAutumn
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gave unanimously positive 
feedback and were so grateful 
for our service. We were also 
able to establish some ongoing 
relationships that we will be able to 
engage over and over again. There 
was also a great deal of unity and 
fun created within our Body. In fact, 
listen to what some had to say:

“I loved everything that 
happened that day. I got to meet 
people from SPCC that were new to 
me. The BBQ was great. God truly 
blessed the day.”

“Best experience ever!! I pray 
we can do this several times a 
year. Having hundreds of us leave 
the church building and show 
God’s love to our community felt 

so obedient; talk became action. 
God’s Word felt more alive than 
ever. I look forward to next time!”

“Praise God for Serve Sunday! 
What an amazing practical way 
to serve our community in need 
through unity within the Church 
body and being the “Hands and 
Feet” of Christ! It was awesome 
to see Brothers and Sister in 
Christ come together to serve 
for the glory of our LORD! May 
our community be impacted for 
Christ!”

“You were all awesome! It is 
so good to see a church working 
together in the community. It was 
so nice to see families with younger 
children helping.  I hope you all 

found it rewarding and fulfilling.  
The seniors use the benches 
every day, we are so grateful they 
will last even longer with the 
paint you put on them. We have 
had lots of comments about the 
dressing rooms, where they are 
now.  We know it was a big job, we 
so much appreciate them being 
where they are now. Upon your 
arrival you all had prayer, which 
brought back memories of the 
days I was a mission trip leader for 
our youth. You 
could not have 
done a better 
job.“  DJ at the 
Stillaguamish 
Senior Center.

SpringAutumn

Praise God for Serve Sunday! What an amazing practical way to serve 
our community in need through unity within the Church body and being 
the ‘Hands and Feet’ of Christ! It was awesome to see Brothers and  
Sister in Christ come together to serve for the glory of our LORD! May 
our community be impacted for Christ!”

“
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In the fall the junior high group attended Quest, 
which is a CM&A conference that is held every year 
at Black Lake Bible Camp in Olympia. This year the 
conference focused on teaching the students “what 
God is not”, in other words they wanted to break down 
misconceptions of God and talk about what He really 
is like. Students came away with a new and right 
perspective on God. 

All school year, Balance, our discipleship 
ministry, was strong with 23 students committing 
to study on their own, come faithfully every week, 
memorize scripture and live out what they were 
learning in practical ways.

The fall retreat for the high school group was at Tall 
Timbers Ranch near Leavenworth. Sean Metcalf was the 
guest speaker for the weekend. He focused on challenging 
the students to dig deeper in their relationships with God. 
As Christians, we have the privilege of a deep connection 
with our Creator, more than just reading the Bible every day. 
Students came away from the weekend with a revived sense 
of passion for God. 

Junior High Quest

Balance

Senior High Fall Retreat
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Once again during the holiday 
season, we were blessed to give 
almost 300 Christmas trees to 
active military families at our 
Trees for Troops lot.  One of the 
families we served had this to 
say; “I’d like to thank you and 
your congregation for showing 

concern, thankfulness, and for 
serving the military members in 
your community. Little things, that 
may seem frivolous (a Christmas 
tree), are acts of service that are a 
bright spot during a tough time for 
a family facing deployment.” 

Thank you church for providing 
Christmas gifts for over 300 
children in foster families or in 
the care of CPS in our community. 
Your generosity showed the love of 
Christ in a very tangible way. 

1,000 people from our church 
and community gathered in three 
Christmas Eve services. It was a 
powerful and intimate time of focusing 
in on the true meaning of Christmas. 

Trees For Troops

Giving TreeChristmas Eve Services
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Thank you for your amazing 
support...

We want to start with a huge 
“thank you!” to our amazing 
support team. Thank you for all 
of your prayers and generous 
gifts. We are constantly reminded 
that the ministry we do would 
not be possible without your 
ongoing support. Several of you 
have recently sent notes, stopped 
in to pray for us or visited our 
gatherings. Thank you so much for 
the encouragement!

Gift of the Maple Leaf Building
We mentioned in the last 

newsletter that Lux was looking 

for every possible option to 
purchase the Maple Leaf building. 
We pursued every possible avenue 
to raise funds. We were hugely 
blessed by a gift from the Alliance 
NW. But that left us still short of the 
asking price. This led to us applying 
for a loan with the Alliance 
Development Fund. We were 
encouraged that they considered 
us, did a site visit and invited us to 
apply for loan. Towards the end of 
the summer, we were devastated 
as we heard that we were not 
approved for this loan. In our 
minds, this meant the building was 
likely to be sold to another church. 
This was hard news for a team that 

would likely be too tired to make 
the transition to pack in and out of 
new meeting spaces. 

Over the next weeks we 
committed to prayer, asking God 
to provide in some miraculous 
way. We mapped out how we were 
going to take time to pray through 
August and into the fall.

We were also asked to make a 
presentation of our church and 
vision to the members of the 
former Maple Leaf Evangelical 
Church (the owners of the 
building). We prayed specifically 
for the presentation. 

The morning of the presentation, 
we prayed as a family before Micah 

A Report from Lux Communities
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left to make the presentation. He 
told them about the vision of Lux, 
how God was using the building, 
and that we were only able to 
come up with $200,000 toward the 
purchase of the building valued at 
$1.3 million. The final words were, 
“we need a miracle”. After only 
about 15 minutes, Micah was back 
home. It was very anticlimactic and 
a little discouraging, so we went 
about our business.

Several hours later, Micah 
received a phone call from the 
head trustee. He asked that Micah 
bring his wife and return to the 
church.

The whole Dodson family 
showed up and the head trustee 
asked us to sit down. He then told 
us that as they discussed the sale 
of the building, the idea had come 
up to sell the building to Lux for the 
$200,000 that we had been gifted. 
As the idea came up, they voted 
unanimously to affirm this idea. 
He then told us that we had said, 
“We needed a miracle”, but that we 
were their miracle. He explained 
that they needed a miracle to carry 
on the legacy of their ministry and 
they believe Lux has become that 
miracle.

        Many hugs were exchanged. 
Many eyes were wet with the 
celebration of God’s incredible 
provision.

The sale of the building closed 
on November 24th. As a result 
of how this transpired (through 
Gods’ timing and wisdom) Lux 
Communities is using this space 
with no mortgage payment. This 
provision sets Lux up beautifully 
toward the future. 

A special thank you to all of you 
who were praying with and for us 
through this journey!

Future Vision:
This past summer and fall have 

been an interesting season for 
Lux Communities. We have had 
a number of committed folks 
transition out. Some have been 
sent, some have transitioned to 
other ministries, and some have 
moved out of the area. As we 
look at the realities of where our 
team is at and our ever increasing 
passion to engage the people of 
our city with the hope of Jesus, 
we are making some strategic 
adjustments.

The first is to simplify out of 
a desire to intensify how we are 
engaging people. Practically 
speaking, this means that we are 
going to transition to having a 
public Sunday gathering only on 
the first Sunday of the month. 
The subsequent Sundays, we will 
be meeting in our coffee shop 
space for a Missional Community 
gathering. These times will still be 
a way for people to connect, share, 
worship, and experience some 
teaching. We still want to gather, 
but we don’t want to burn out our 
volunteers or limit our ability to 
reach out.

As we simplify, we want to 
increase the ways we are reaching 
out to our neighborhood. This 
means we will continue to look for 
creative ways to both show and tell 
people about the Hope of Jesus. 
One example of this has been a 
Family Advent night during the 
Christmas season. We have been 
holding these in our coffee shop 

space on Sunday nights. Families 
come in with their children and 
learn about the story of Christmas. 
Each week we have had new 
families and families that don’t 

know Jesus. 
God continues to press on us the 

necessity of prayer. In particular, 
He has made it clear that we have 
been operating from a pattern of 
plan, act, and then pray that God 
blesses our plans. This has led to 
the conviction that we want to lead 
with prayer and allow our plans 
and actions to flow from that. As 
a result, we have begun having 
prayer walks, early morning prayer 
meetings, and times of listening 
prayer. The beautiful thing is 
that the people of our church are 
initiating this prayer focus.

The last strategic move is to 
use this time where there is less of 
a Sunday workload to equip the 
people God has already brought 
us. We are seeking to allow greater 
access in our lives so that we can 
model the life of following Jesus.

Please pray for God to bring a 
fresh excitement and momentum 
to the life of Lux this Christmas and 
into the New Year.
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Rob McCrorie Rob and his wife Pam 
have been married 28 years. They have 
been attending SPCC for 15 years and 
have four children, Jordan (25), Lauren 
(21), Monica (19) and Jessica (12). Rob has 
served in the Children’s Ministry, as Deacon 
and served on the Governing Board. He has 
also been involved in the Usher/Greeter 
Ministry. He enjoys boating, fishing and 
vacationing with his family.

Laurie Bisset (Secretary) Laurie has 
been attending SPCC for 19 years. She and 
her husband Joel have been married for 15 
years. Laurie has two step-sons Sam (32) 
and Ben (28). Laurie currently serves on 
the Governing Board, Decorating Commit-
tee and Guest Services. She also served on 
the youth staff for 16 years. Her hobbies 
include cooking/baking, traveling, boating 
and spending time on the beach with Joel 
and her Life Group Peeps!

Steve Edin (Treasurer) Steve has 
been attending SPCC for over 23 years! He 
serves as a Lead Usher and helps train new 
leaders and develop the ministry. He was a 
member of the Equip Group for two years, 
is a member of a Life Group and has served 
on the Governing Board the past three 
years.

Kevin Lloyd  Kevin has been attending 
SPCC since November 2003. He and Janelle 
have been married for 13 years. He has 
two boys, Cole (17) and Brandon (9). Kevin 
and Janelle have been Life Group leaders 
for over two years. He has volunteered at 
Trees for Troops and has been a member 
of the Equip Team, a ministry for church 
leadership training. Kevin enjoys RC boat 
racing, fitness, golf and cycling.

E L D E R  B O A R D  3 - Y E A R  T E R M 

G O V E R N I N G  B O A R D  2 - Y E A R  T E R M 

G O V E R N I N G  B O A R D  1 - Y E A R  T E R M 

Linda Senn  Linda and her husband 
Jon of 24 years have been attending SPCC 
for six years. They have three children, Eli 
(16), Emily (15), and Ethan (13). Linda just 
became a co-leader of her Life Group. She 
has served in various ministries such as Ea-
gles Wings Banquet, Clothing Closet, and 
Trees for Troops to name a few. She enjoys 
camping, hiking, skiing, and scrapbooking.
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James Adams  James and his wife Nan-
cy have been attending SPCC for over 11 
years and have been married for 45 years.  
They have two grown children, a son (43) 
and a daughter (35).  James is a Life Group 
leader and serves as an Usher/Greeter. He 
enjoys fishing, hunting, and camping.  

John Jones  John and his wife Kelly 
have been married for 20 years and have 
been attending SPCC for 17 years! They 
have one daughter, Jessica (19).  John 
has served as an Usher/Greeter for over 
10 years and as a Deacon for six years.  He 
enjoys golf, fishing and camping.  

R. Boe Knaus  Boe and his wife Suzanne 
have been attending SPCC for over 7 years 
and have been married 19 years. They 
have five adult children, Nate, Kathryn, 
Paula, Charli, Emily, and 17 grandchildren. 
Boe and Suzanne co-lead a Life Group 
and are Usher/Greeter team leaders on 
Saturday nights Boe has been serving as 
a Deacon for over three years. He enjoys 
camping, sailing, and being a Civil War 
reenactor. 

Nancy Adams  Nancy is married to 
James and  they have been attending 
SPCC for 11 years.  They have two grown 
children, Gerald (43) and Annette (35).  
Nancy is a Life Group leader and serves 
on the  Greeter/Usher team on Saturday 
nights and serves in the Coffee ministry.  
She enjoys bird watching, hiking and 
“watching the river run”! 

D E A C O N S  1 - Y E A R  T E R M 

D E A C O N E S S E S  1 - Y E A R  T E R M 

Jason Linklater  Jason and his wife, 
Megan have been married nine years and 
have attended SPCC  for about seven 
years.   They have three daughters, Cora 
(16), Baile (7) and Ellie (5).  Jason and 
Megan are members of a Life Group.  He 
has been involved in some of the church 
improvement projects as well as complet-
ed and led “One on One” with God.  Jason 
enjoys home improvement projects, bow 
hunting and camping. 
 
Jon Senn  Jon and his wife Linda have 
been married 24 years.  They have been 
attending SPCC for six years.  Jon and 
Linda have three children, Elijah (16), 
Emily (15), Ethan (13).  Jon co-leads their 
Life Group that he and Linda host in their 
home and has served as a Deacon for four 
years.  Jon enjoys spending time with his 
family, outdoor/recreational activities, 
reading and watching action/adventure 
movies! 

Scott Ulinski  Scott is married to Bren-
da and they have been attending SPCC 
for sixteen years.  They have six children, 
Malerie (29), Lacey (24), Andrew (22), 
Patrick (22), Natalee (20) and Heather 
(19).  Scott has been a Life Group leader 
the past few years and is a class leader of 
“How we Love” relationship class.  Scott 
enjoys archery, hunting and fishing.

Debby Anderson  Debby has been 
attending SPCC since she was twelve.  She 
and her husband Justin have been mar-
ried for over nine years.  They have two 
daughters Grace (8), Mia (5), and expecting 
number three in August! Debby has served 
in the MOPS ministry, led others in “One 
on One with God’, and currently serves as 
a Life Group leader.  She enjoys playing 
games, reading, and crafting.
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Gale Andrews Gale and her husband 
Don have been married 32 years and have 
been attending SPCC for eight years. They 
have five children, Caitlin (28), Kirstin 
(25), Grant (23), Grace (20), and Melinda 
(18).  Gale has served as an Usher/Greet-
er, is currently leading a Life Group and a 
helper in preschool Sunday school class.  
She enjoys reading, hiking and traveling. 

Sherry Cundiff  Sherry and her hus-
band Mike have attended SPCC  for about 
16 years!  They have been married for 47 
years.  Sherry has served as an Usher/
Greeter, is serving as a Deaconess, and 
the Coffee ministry.  She enjoys reading, 
gardening and babysitting her one and 
three year old niece and nephew. 

Sharon O’Hara  Sharon has been 
attending SPCC since 2006.  She and her 
husband Tim have been married for 24 
years.  They have four children, ages 26, 
21, 18 & 17. Sharon has been involved in 
Life Group for nine years, Women’s Bible 
study, and has served as a Deaconess. 
Sharon enjoys running, designing remod-
els and having teenagers at her house!

 

N O M I N A T I N G  C O M I T T E E  1 - Y E A R  T E R M 
Tim O’Hara  Tim has been attending 
SPCC since 2006.  He and his wife Sha-
ron have been married 24 years. They 
have four children, Cody (26), Justin 
(21), Meghan (18), and Morgan (17).  Tim 
co-leads a group in Celebrate Freedom, 
serves as an Usher/Greeter, and has 
helped with Trees for Troops.  Tim enjoys 
bow hunting, fishing and building proj-
ects.  

Luann Ragonesi  Luann has been 
attending SPCC for over 5 years.  She and 
her husband James have been married 25 
years.  They have three children, Hannah 
(21), Jake (19) and Abby (13).  She and 
James lead a Life Group on Sunday morn-
ings, has been a teacher for VBS, and  has 
served as a Mentor Mom for  MOPS. Luann 
enjoys baking, sewing and reading. 

Wendy Strickler  Wendy has been 
attending SPCC for 18 years.  She and her 
husband Steve have been married for 31 
years.  They have three children, Sunshine 
(37), David (30), Susie (27) and a grand-
daughter Kim (16).  Wendy helped with 
Young MOPS, is in a Life Group, serves at 
the Welcome Center, and is in the Wom-
en’s Bible study.  Wendy loves to sew 
and make quilts, gardening, and having 
friends over for dinner! 

Wendy Tavenner Wendy and her 
husband Carson of 21 years have been 
attending SPCC for three years. They have 
two children, Jacob (19 and Bethany (17). 
Wendy and Carson have been preparing 
and serving meals for Celebrate Freedom 
for over two years and have recently start-
ed leading/hosting a Life Group. Wendy 
loves to cook and enjoys reading and 
hiking (in warm weather). 

Dawn Stoelting  Dawn has been 
attending SPCC since 1997.   She and her 
husband Wade have been married 22 
years.  They have two children, Jenna 
(16), and Jon (14).  Dawn has served as a 
Deaconess, a VBS leader, and is in a Life 
Group. Dawn enjoys Taekwondo, scrap-
booking and camping. 

Kim Thompson  Kim has been attend-
ing SPCC for ten years.  Kim and her hus-
band Don have been married 27 years, 
they have two children, Jeremy (21), 
and Jacob (17).  Kim has served in Guest 
Services, Serve Sunday, and is a member 
of a Life Group.  Kim enjoys singing and 
volunteering. 
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